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September 2011

First United Methodist Church of
Wabash, Indiana

Mission Statement...7o provide a loving fellowship that brings about spiritual
transformation through worship, prayer, study and action in order to know
Christ and to make Him known.

Vision Statement...Our passion for God and for people means we will be a

church which offers Christ to all and is open to God'’s leading. 110 N. Cass Street, Wabash, IN 46992

THE PASTORS’ PAGE
To our family and friends in the Church of Wabash 1st UMC,

Grace and peace to you in Christ Jesus. I address you not simply as “the people” but
as “family and friends” because you have so warmly embraced and welcomed me and
my family into your hearts and presence. Thank you.

Thank you for including my kids in a puppet skit.

Thank you for blessing my wife with warm welcome and kind words.

Thank you for the prayer shawls which cover us with reminders of your prayers.
Thank you for a wonderful time of worship and great music.

Thank you for working so hard to make a place for us among you that we, together,
can reach our community for Christ.

I truly enjoyed worship with you this past Sunday and look forward to the future with
you. We are heading together into September, a landmark month for our people

America. It has been ten years since our world was broken; ten years since our
perceived security was invaded; ten years since life changed forever. Ten years...and
what have we learned?

My hope is we have learned to be a gentle people, a humble people, a people who
build peace. On September 11th we will remember, put back together, what it means
to be a people who struggle to build peace even when others might not have that goal
in mind or at heart. We will remember our pain and our God who meets us in that
pain to bring us to healing. We will remember that our God is good and gracious and
kind and...with us then and now and unto the very end of the Age.

I look forward to celebrating life together. My family is looking forward to being up
here full time and they appreciate all the hard work going into making that happen.

Thank you, again.
Shalom, Rev. Kurt Freeman

Internet address: www.wabashfirstumc.org E-mail: office.wabfirstumc@cinergymetro.net
Phone: (260) 563-3108 FAX: (260) 563-3109
Senior Pastor - Rev. Kurt Freeman Minister of Family Life & Outreach - Rev. Heather Olson-Bunnell

9:00 a.m. Worship Time
10:30 a.m. Sunday School



PASTOR HEATHER HAPPENINGS
We are approaching the tenth anniversary of September 11, 2001. There are many children
who have no remembrance of that day but will see images and hear stories of the devastating
loss that day in events leading up to September 11. We may not be able to answer all our
children or grandchildren’s questions (September 11 is Grandparents Day as well), but we can
share God’s gift of prayer. 1 have been reading PEACEFUL REMEMBRANCE OF
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001: Forty Days of Prayer for Children. 1t is a resource through our
General Board of Discipleship and has a prayer a day for forty days that express hope, love,
fear, confusion and the power of God’s grace.
I’m resourcing books for children and families that talk about peace and hope to have some to
add to our children’s library soon. Some scripture resources to share with your children are:
LOVE: Deuteronomy 10:19, Matt. 22:35-40, I John 4:7 and John 4:20
JUSTICE AND MERCY:: Psalm 67:1-4, Proverbs 31:8-9, Micah 6:6-8, Luke 4:16-21, Matt. 15:12-14
COMPASSION AND PEACE: Proverbs 19:17, I Samuel 7:12, and Ephesians 4:32.
Here is a prayer that touched my heart.
Day of Prayer 8—Wed., August 10, 2011
Dear God,
We have seen things on the news that upset us. Sometimes we feel frightened and we do not understand what we are
seeing. Open our eyes to see things of beauty and your presence rather than things that are ugly and frightening. We
want to focus on you every day! We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Let the children come, Pastor Heather

Parish Nurse Notes

A Faith Response to Health Problems
The church is called to be attentive to persons who are suffering and to use this as an opportunity to witness
to Christ’s love for us. We can be confident that the Lord will not let us experience more than we can bear, but
has provided help for us in health care providers, therapists, medications and treatments, family and the
community of faith.

The primary caregiver [usually a family member] of an individual with long term medical problems often feels
isolated, overwhelmed, and even abandoned. Several years ago, our Parish Health Ministry began providing
assistance to relieve caregivers. The services provided through this ministry are reported to the Indiana
Conference. The Parish Health Ministry can provide coordination of a team or teams of individuals providing
assistance to those who may be overwhelmed due to health issues. Read 2 Corinthians 4:7-11. We are all
challenged to provide and assist one another in order “to know Christ and make Him known.”

Volunteers are needed to assist in this Caring Ministry. We are currently participating in a neighborhood
outreach to assist a family that lives a few blocks from the church. Three of their five children have
participated in our VBS. Please contact Linda Gardner or Nelda Love for information on ways you can
participate in helping this family. The mother is hospitalized in Indianapolis, while the father is trying to
continue to work and care for the children. Our church has teamed with several other churches to assist this
family, with each church assisting a different week of the month. WFUMC is scheduled to provide hot meals
for three days in September and again in October. Our efforts are also being coordinated with community
service agencies such as the Youth Service Bureau and the Wabash County Cancer Society. We have had
volunteers willing to cook, who need assistance in buying food. If you are interested in donating money, write
“Caring Ministry” on the memo line of a check. There may be other financial needs that develop in the future.
Check the Sunday worship bulletin for more information.

Blood Pressure Screening: Instead of scheduling blood pressure screenings on Sundays, the Parish Nurse
will be available at the Community Breakfast scheduled on Saturdays. If you are a nurse and can assist,
please contact Linda.

Blessings, Linda Gardner




MONDAY MORNING BIBLE
STUDY TO RESUME
SEPTEMBER 12 AT 10 A.M.
This Bible Study is led by Elaine
Leach and will begin with a
study on “The Gospel of Luke.”

LAY SERVANT (LEADERSHIP) TRAINING EVENT
Lay Servant Training is available at Rensselaer Trinity
UMC in Rensselaer, IN this fall. Registrations are due by
September 19th. Informational brochures are available in
the church office for anyone interested.

REMEMBER F.L.S.H. & Kids First and bring canned and/or
dry items you would like to contribute to church on
Sunday, September 4. A collection box is in the foyer. The
items will be delivered for you during the week.

PLEASE RECYCLE Remember to bring your
aluminum cans to the church for recycling. The large
black trash container we use for this is located downstairs
in the old kitchen.

Also, computer ink cartridges are worth money.
Please bring your empty cartridges and put them in the
box provided on the table under the stairs.

THANK YOU L PET
Thank you so much for all the prayers, = .=
cards, visits and phone calls I received
following my accident. It is a blessing
to belong to such a loving Church family.
Martha Baker

ATTENTION FUMC
YOUTH!!!

Youth Sunday School begins at
10:30 a.m. on September 4th.
Youth Group kick off is on
September 11 during Sunday
School. First regular Youth
Fellowship meeting is September 11 at 6:00 p.m.
Come and “FIND YOUR NEW YOUTH
LEADER.”

Mandi Liley, Jr. & Sr. High Youth Coordinator
beginning in September

- .

Where will she be?

HOST MANDI—Sign up at the welcome center to
host Mandi Liley, our new youth coordinator, for
Sunday lunch. All members are encouraged to host.

BOOK reMARKS

The Christian Book Club will resume meeting on September 20" at the Great Wall Restaurant at 12:30 p.m. We will be
discussing the book The 19" Wife by David Ebershoff.  This novel weaves together two stories. One is based on
historical facts concerning the nineteenth wife of the Mormon leader Brigham Young and how she exposed the
polygamous Mormon beliefs of her time. The second story is a fictional account of the murder of a modern day leader
in a polygamous cult in Utah. The remaining books for this year are the best sellers, The Immortal Life of Henrietta
Lacks by Rebecca Skloot (Oct. 18™) and Have a Little Faith by popular author, Mitch Albom (Nov. 15™). If you have
any questions contact Sondra Harrell, 563-2800.

WHERE WOULD
JESUS PARK?
As you have observed
this summer, parking
has been a little tight

CommuniTY
BREAKFAST

on Sunday mornings. Saturday,

It is a great challenge

to have! With only a september 3
9:00 a.m. worship service, we want to make our 7:30 - 10:00 a.m
church accessible and comfortable for as many

people as possible. As this school year begins and In the MAC

families return from summer vacation, let’s rethink
where we park. Please keep our growing number of
guests, the elderly, physically challenged, and those
with young children in mind when choosing your
parking spot! Contact Pastor Heather if you have
ideas for more spaces.

Sponsored by FUMC “Courageous”) Men’s
Retreat, proceeds to purchase tickets for
local police officers.

SIGN UP TO HELP WITH THE BREAKFAST
AND/OR DONATIONS THIS SUNDAY, AUG. 28.



Sept.11/11 at 11:11 a.m.

]u MP/I JUMP INTO THE MAC for a jumping

good time!!!

] esus Use Me Pecage

Lets all JUMP into a new year of Sunday School Classes and Vouth Kick Off
Sunday.

This year all ages are encouraged to JUMP IN and see how we can change Clives.
We have a growing Sunday School program, and this will Ge our Qick-off.

On September 4, when our new childrens curviculum Geging, chiCdren will move to
their new grade clags rooms at 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. VYouth
will also meet at 10:30 a.m. On September 11 at 11:11 a.m. (after
clagses), we will have our new Sunday School year celebration;

foot Cong subs, toe tickling tonic, jump rope, pogo stick, and games

for all ages will Ge on the menu that day. This will Ge another

opportunity to meet new teachiers, Pastor Kurt, €lizabeth, and

family, and new VYouth Director, Mandi LiCey. Watch for people
jumping with excitement in the coming weeks.

WEB WAG NEEDED:
NEWSFLASH: Anyone with CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAG HELPER
information for the website can Our “Busy Bags” for “Busy Fingers” need updating and

resourcing for fall. If you are willing to help with this

place it in Pastor Kurt’s box S0 ] ‘
ministry with children, please see Pastor Heather.

marked “Website.”  The sooner you turn your
information in, the longer it can be up!

’ . . BLESS THE STUDENTS, TEACHERS, B
CD WORSHIP: A limited number of CD copies DRI\?ESRS AI?JEUS CAFSETERIEWOSKEgg
of the worship service or the scripture/sermon AND VdLUNTEiERS IN OUR SCHOOLS
combo may be available soon. If you know of Dear Lord Jesus, bless the children and
people who would like this service, please tell me youth, teachers, principals and all who
or put his/her name in the website mailbox (located work or volunteer in our schools because
second row fifth box from your right facing the they care about learning. Guide and
boxes). Thanks! protect them. Strengthen and uplift them.

Carol Berg, Website Editor Give them grace. May we all learn to follow in your
steps and grow in wisdom as you did. (Luke 2:52)

A NOTE FROM KIDS FIRST
Pre-school started last week and we have seventeen new friends. We have thirteen in our younger class and twenty in
our older class. A huge thank you goes out to Ms Gloria and Ms Kim for an awesome new start. [ am sure you have
already heard of our plan to hopefully be putting our new play ground in by next spring. I and the Kids First Committee
have been working really hard on estimates so we can start writing grants. This fall we would like to plant two shade
trees on the new site. We are asking Kids First families and the congregation for monetary donations to help purchase
the trees. These trees are going to be planted in memory of Pastor David Cross. If you would like to make a donation,

you may contact me at 563-7665 or any member of the Kids First Committee.
Thank you for your support and God Bless, Missie Edwards, Director
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TOURMAGEO

THE MOVIE

OPENING SHOWING Friday, September 30, 2011 @ 7:00 p.m.
OTHER SHOWINGS Weekends of

October1,2,8 & 9,2011 @ 2:00 p.m.

& 7:00 p.m.

Friday, October 7 @ 7:00 p.m.
Evening tickets are $5, $3 for children, matinees are $3 for all.
Tickets will be on sale soon, you may purchase them at Wabash 1st
Church, Joy Christian Bookstore, Honeywell’s ticket office and other
locations yet to be determined. REMEMBER Wabash 1st, we have
committed to sell 1000 tickets. So talk with Donna Highley if you
would like to sell tickets.

Announcement Concerning Transition Times from Worship to Sunday School

The Intentional Faith Development Committee would like to invite everyone to participate in a
Sunday School Study following the 9:00 a.m. worship service. All Sunday School classes will begin
promptly at 10:30 a.m. and end at 11:11 a.m. The following schedule has been set to help with a
better transition concerning worship, Kid's Connextion and Sunday School. Please try to adapt to
this schedule so that all worshippers may have a spiritual growing experience. This schedule will
begin Sunday, Sept. 4.

9:00 a.m.- Traditional morning worship

Children who are pre-school age through 3rd grade move to Kid's Connextion after the Children's
message

10:00 a.m.- Fellowship time for all worshippers.

Parents of children in Kid's Connextion need to immediately claim their children from the children's
area for intergenerational refreshments and conversation.

10:25 a.m.- An invitation for you to join a Sunday School Class.

10:30 a.m.- Sunday School Classes will begin

11:11 a.m.- Sunday School Classes end.

Parents of pre-school age through 2nd grade need to immediately claim their children from the
children's area.

Thank you for helping the Education Committee strive to create a smoother transition from worship
to Sunday School

DEADLINE FOR NEWS IN THE NEXT “FIRST EDITION” IS Thursday, September 15 by noon.




SENIOR TRIP TO FAIR OAKS FARMS
Thursday, September 22 at 9:00 a.m.

s

*

See the dairy museum, 3-D movie, milking process, cheese and ice cream making and g

birthing barn. Snack on dairy products, enjoy the gift shop.
ADMISSION $7 Sign up in church office.
LOOKING AHEAD—Senior Trip, Oct. 18 to Das Essenhaus for lunch and visit the gift shop.

THANK YOU

When we spoke to Bruce of our congregation’s
warm and strong support and prayers for him he said
with tears in his voice, “that means a lot to me and
helps so much!”

Thank you seems so inadequate but the Kramer
family says it from the bottom of our hearts. Please
keep the love and prayers coming as we try to cope
with this hideous ALS. In addition we wish to express
deep gratitude to Jim and Caroline Stanton, Orion
Toepfer, and Steve Keffaber for driving us to our
numerous out of town doctor appointments. Time is
precious and they give theirs so unselfishly.

Bill and Nancy Kramer

SUNDAY MORNING

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LINE UP
The Prime Timers Sunday School class will resume
September 11 at 10:30 a.m. The study will be John
Ortherg’s The Me I Want To Be. The five week
study includes discovering the spirit, renewing my
mind, redeeming my time, deepening my
relationships, and transforming my experiences.
Elaine Leach will be the teacher.
Adult Sunday School will be as follows:
10:30 a.m.
Prime Timers, led by Elaine Leach, Conference
Room
Courageous Living, in the MAC (4 wks leading up to
movie premier)

PRESS RELEASE

From: Purdue Cooperative Extension Office, Wabash County
By: Teresa Witkoske, Extension Educator, twitkoske@purdue.edu

Bridges Out of Poverty Training Opportunity

The community is invited to a training “Bridges Out of Poverty” based on the book of the same title, taught by certified
trainers, Karen Hinshaw and Teresa Witkoske, Purdue Extension Educators. The one day event will be October 5, 2011
from 9:30am-3:30pm at the Wabash First United Methodist Church. (110 North Cass Street, Wabash). Registration is $35
per person, and includes lunch and the “Bridges Out of Poverty” text by Dr. Ruby Payne. (If you are a member of 1st UMC
Wabash, see Pastor Heather for registration cost waiver.)

This training gives participants key lessons in dealing with individuals from poverty. Participants will learn why they
should use mental models to communicate effectively, and to assist clients from poverty to learn quickly. Bridges reaches
out to the providers and businesses whose daily work connects them with the lives of people in poverty, as well as
individuals and groups who are interested in assisting people living in poverty to succeed.

If you work with or want to work with people living in poverty, only a deeper understanding of their challenges and
strengths will help you partner with them to create opportunities for success. This award winning training is also
appropriate for church members who serve impoverished people locally or abroad on mission trips.

Forms available to download at: http://www.ag.purdue.edu/counties/huntington Advance registration required no later
than September 15, 2011. For more information contact the Purdue Extension Huntington County Office at 260-358-4826
or Wabash County 260-563-0661, Ex. 246. (1st UMC Wabash members contact Pastor Heather.)

HARD COPIES OF NEWSLETTER
Please feel free to pick up a hard copy of “The First Edition” on Sunday or during office hours at the
Welcome Center.




FROM OUR CHURCH TREASURER, MEL RENNAKER

2011 FINANCIAL REPORT
July 31,2011

Approved Budget Monthly Amount Year-to Date Percentage
$394,300.00 $ 32,858.33 $230,008.33  58.33%
July Year-to Date
Income $ 26,152.87 79.59% $209,362.39 91.02%
Expenses $ 18.303.45 55.70% $194.977.10 84.77%
Difference $ 7,849.42 $ 14,385.29
GENERAL BUDGET OVERVIEW
2011 2011 2011 2011
Beginning Balance  Income Expenses Ending Balance
$ 39,573.89 $209,362.39 $194,977.10 $54,406.16
YTD Percentage 63.10% 49.48%
2011 GENERAL BUDGET INCOME
YTD Annual
July YTD Income Est.Income Est. Income
Member Pledges $21,613.00 $168,076.00 $166,577.25  $285,561.00  100.90%
Member Contributions $ 3,957.75 $ 26,167.25 $ 23,333.33 $ 40,000.00 112.15%
Non-Member Contributions $§  120.00 $ 535583 $ 7,583.33 $ 13,000.00 70.63%
Loose Offering $ 353.00 $ 2,204.00 S 1,750.00 $ 3,000.00 125.94%
Sunday School Offering $ $ 297.01 $ 29167 $ 500.00 101.83%
Checking Interest $ 3712 § 28230 § 34417 §  590.00 82.02%
Upper Room $ 7.00 S 42.00 $ 1750 $ 30.00 240.00%
Offering Envelopes $ $ 53.00 $ 25.67 S 44.00  206.49%
Building Use $ 5000 $ 1,12500 $ 1,166.67 $ 2,000.00 96.43%
2010 Pledge Payment $ $ 525.00 $ 30625 $§ 525.00 171.43%
Extra Gift Contributions $ 1500 § 5.235.00 $ 17.500.00 $ 30.000.00 29.91%
TOTAL $26,152.87  $209,362.39  $218,895.83  $375,250.00
2011 GENERAL BUDGET EXPENSES
YTD
Committee Groups July Expenses Budget
Missions $ 2,542.00 $ 9,589.00 $ 16,700.00 57.419%
Denominational Ministries § 2,864.00 $ 23,030.00 $ 42,066.00 54.747 %
Personnel $ 7,916.83 $ 94,394.25  $179,288.00  52.650%
Council on Ministries $ 605.69 $ 5,452.28 $ 14,446.00 37.742 %
Building & Grounds $ 4,137.64 $ 60,186.30 $137,140.00  43.887 %
Office Operations S $ 1,720.06 $ 2,475.00 69.497 %
Finance & Stewardship $ 23729 § 75521 § 2.185.00 34.563 %
TOTAL $ 18,303.45  $195,127.10  $394,300.00
Non-Budget Missions
July YTD
UMCOR-Haiti $ 180.00 $ 960.00
UMCOR-US Disaster $ 80.00 $ 195.00
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A = Wedding Anniversary

B = Birthday
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
B-Stephen A-Bob & Susan A-Terry & Susan
Delong Beckett Stewart
B-Kristyn Ford
B-Millie Higgins B-Annette Dubois
B-Matt B-Kinzie Flack
McClatchey B-Sharon Jones
B-Anabelle Smith
B-Luann
Vandegrift
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
A-Bill & Ellen
Gamble B-Mary Ellen B-Barb Bidwell B-Linda Konkle B-Isaac Powell B-John
Clark McLaughlin
B-Christy Cross B-Brady Evans B-Mona Rees
B-Kate Mitting B-Linda Gardner
B-Julia Simpson
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
A-Jerry & Myra A-James & Amy A-Larry & Anne A-Phil & Susan
B-Dennis Perkins Flack B-Chuck Leach Curless Keefer B-Martha Purdy
McFarland A-Ned & LuAnn B-Jarred Short
Vandegrift B-Wes Wingert
B-Kory Fuller B-Debbie Cusack
B-Dylan
Gunderman
B-Mary Kepple
B-Erik Short
18 19 20 21 22 A-Dee & Sue | 23 24
A-Wayne & Mona A-Gary & Debbie Byerly
Rees Bryant B-Bob Gillespie A-Arlie & Pat B-Terry Keffaber
Cassiday B-John Schuler
B-Jeff Galley A-John & Harriet A-Chris & Angie B-Bob Wade
B-Brandon McLaughlin Siders
McKillip B-Tristan Hoffman
B-Deena Young B-Angel Hostetler
B-Leeah Palmer
B-Katy Smith
25 26 27 28 29 30
A-Steve & Carol
B-Cydnee B-J.P. Corcoran B-Nancy Delong
Bradley B-Anne Curless Plummer B-Jerry Perkins

B-Barb Brown
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
EACH SUNDAY 1 7:15am-Walk & 2 3. T:30-
Dev (Paradise 10am-
9:00 a.m.—Worship in the Sanctuary Springs) ggEM yKUF'ﬂg
10:00 a.m.—Coffee Fellowship in the Foyer (MAC)
10:30 a.m.—Sunday School for all Ages
4.12th Sunday 5.LABOR DAY 6 7:15am-Walk & Dev | 7 8 7:15am-Walkk & | 9 10
after Pentecost Church Office & | (Paradise Springs) Dev (Paradise
(White) Kids First closed | 9am-Newcomers Springs) Rain Location
Committee (Office for
workroom) 7:15pm-Chancel Beauchamp /
6pm-Forgotten God Choir Rehearsal Shaw wedding
(MODOC'’s) 7pm-Boy Scouts 6:30pm-Financial (Choir Room)
(Scout Room) Peace University
(MAC)
11 13th Sunday 12 13 7:15am-Walk & Dev | 14 15 7:15am-Walk & | 16 17
after Pentecost 10am-Bible Study | (Paradise Springs) Dev (Paradise
(Green) (Conference Rm) | 9am-Newcomers 3:30-5pm- Springs)
11:11am- Committee (Office Neighborhood
Club 3,4,5 6pm-Cub Scout workroom) Outreach
Fall Sunday School | Pack (MAC) 6pm-Cub Scouts
& Youth Kick-Off 7pm-Boy Scouts (Chapel) 7:15pm-Chancel
6pm-Forgotten God (Scout Room) 6:30pm-Financial Choir Rehearsal
(MODOC's Peace University (Choir Room)
(MAC)
18.14th Sunday 19 20 7:15am-Walk & Dev | 21 22 7:15am-Walk & | 23 24
after Pentecost | 10am-Bible Study | 9am-Newcomers Dev (Paradise
(Conference Rm) | Committee Springs)
6pm-Trustees 12-6pm-Red Cross 9am-1:30pm-
(Office Workroom) | Blood Drive (MAC) 7:15pm-Chancel Baby Shower
6pm-Forgotten 7pm-Boy Scouts | 12:30pm-Christian Choir Rehearsal | 9am-Senior Trip to (MAC)
God (MODOC's) (Scout Room) Book Club (Great Wall | (Choir Room) Fair Oaks Farms
Restaurant) (bus reserved)
6:30pm-Financial
Peace University(MAC
25.15th Sunday 26 27  7:15am-Walk & 28 29 7:15am-Walk & | 30
After Pentecost Dev (Paradise Springs) Dev (Paradise
(Green) 10am-Bible Study | 9am-Newcomers Springs) 7pm-Opening
(Conference Rm) | Committee (Office Showing for
workroom) 7:15pm-Chancel movie
Gpm-Cub Scout Den Choir Rehearsal “Courageous”
6pm-Forgotten 7pm-Boy Scouts Meeting (Chapel) (Choir Room) (Eagles Theater)

God (MODOC's)

(Scout Room)

6:30pm-Financial
Peace University
(MAC)




