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JANUARY 2019

First United Methodist Church of
Wabash, Indiana

Mission Statement...7o make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.

Our Covenant Together: Love. Lead. Teach. Transform.
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

110 N. Cass Street, Wabash, IN 46992

THE PASTOR’S PAGE

We don't like change. We fight change. We run from change, but yet it happens. It
happens when we least expect it. As we enter into 2019, First United Methodist will
experience change in pastoral leadership. Pastor Kurt and his family are going through
the same process we are. I thank God for the time I had to do ministry with Pastor
Kurt. T also wish him and his family well at Lafayette Christ United Methodist church. I
encourage First United Methodist to begin with prayer. Pray for Kurt, Elizabeth,
Rebekah, Josiah, and Isaac as they go to minster to Lafayette Christ United Methodist.
Pray for the people of Lafayette as they welcome their new pastor and his family. Pray
for our church as we go through this transition. I invite you to pray for Bishop Trimble
z(a:rrl]d trrmle cabinet as they pray for and appoint a new pastor for First United Methodist
urch.

I have personally experienced change. Some of the change was good, some I did not
want to accept. The one constant in my life I have accepted is that God is faithful.
Jesus Christ is the son of God. Jesus is one who takes away the sin of the world. We
need to remember that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Jesus
is the head of the church. Salvation comes through Jesus Christ. Our mission is to tell
our story to the world. We need to invite people to encounter Jesus personally in their
Iife.d We do this by praying, listening, loving, and caring about their needs before our
needs.

In January, Benjamin Beeks will be here preaching and helping lead worship. Pray for
Benjamin as God leads him in his call to ministry. Benjamin will share more about
himself in January.

Bobby Richardson, former second baseman for the New York Yankees, was asked to
give prayer at a meeting of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Here is his prayer:
“Dear God, Your will, nothing more, nothing less, nothing else. Amen” Join me in praying
"ghis prayer as we enter a new year.

In closing, you need to be reminded that you are loved. God loves you and this pastor
loves and cares for you, the people of First United Methodist Church. Together we are
more.

Peace and Blessings
Pastor John Cook

Interim Pastor Benjamin Beeks Pastor of Visitation - Rev. John Cook
www.wabashfirstumc.org  office.wabfirstumc@cinergymetro.net
https://www.facebook.com/wabashfirstumc/
Telephone: (260) 563-3108
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YOUTH/CONFIRMATION AND MORE...

Many thanks to Teresa Harris, Jon & Ann Higgins, who are taking
over the Confirmation class that has been started by Pastor Kurt.

The confirmation Youths will meet on Sunday, January 6th, from
5pm-7pm. Please place this information on your calendar.

Prayer Walking will continue on the second Sunday of each
month, @12 noon. With the transition, it's necessary to adjust
various groups. For now, the members of Club 345 are invited to
join in with the prayer walking, as well as all of our youth.

Club 345 and further Youth activities (outside of Confirmation and
Prayer Walking) are on hold and from time-to-time there may be
announcements about other gatherings for these two groups.

Thank you everyone for understanding as we undergo this
restructuring until a new Pastor has been chosen.

MEDITATION CLASS NEWS

The Meditation class has been very successful and the
group wishes to maintain it. Even tho’ Pastor Kurt won't
be leading it, again, Teresa and Ann have stepped up to
bring it along.

The group will continue to meet on the third Sunday of
every month, from 5pm-7pm, in our conference room.

This class is open to everyone and if you can’t make the
weekly commitment, come when you can.




DO YOU HAVE YOUR NEW CHURCH “FOB”?

So happy many have received their fobs. If you have not requested one yet, stop
by the church office to complete the form, so a FOB may be made for you. It’s
hard for anyone to predict when it may be necessary to come to the church and
having your own FOB allows access at a time convenient for you, or in the

event the office might be closed.

Thank You

INK CARTRIDGES & ALUMINUM CANS

Tina Palmer is wanting to remind everyone to please recycle your small empty
ink cartridges in the cardboard box located under the stairway.

Also, feel free to drop off all aluminum cans to the church because she
accumulates them to turn in for cash, for the church.

Thank you.

Sk, HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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FUMC& PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

From the Prayer Shawl Ministry: I would like to say a big "Thank
You" to all of the talented knitters and crocheters who have so
generously donated shawls, baby blankets and lap robes to our
ministry. I know many want to remain anonymous, so consider
this a personal "thank you" note. Also, thanks ,

to Penny Long and Cheryl Prater, members of
Knot Just Knitters group at the Senior Center,
for their many contributions. All of you are so
thoughtful. Thanks again.

Any time anyone needs a shawl or other item
from our ministry, please let either Sondra
Harrell, Pastor John or me know.

Jim Flack

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS FOR JANUARY

DOOR OPENER: Jake Halderman

USHERS OF ST. MATTHEW: Leader: Michael Beauchamp
Dan Ford, Mark Ford, Richard Hundt, Jim Vanlandingham. Margie Justice,
Sheldon Jones III

GREETERS:

January 6, 2019-David & Andrea Van Camp
January 13, 2019-Mark & Amy Ford
January 20, 2019-Ed & Carolyn Gilbert
January 27, 2019-Doug & Linda Konkle

COFFEE HOSTS:

January 6, 2019-Howard & Kari Halderman family
January 13, 2019-Brian & Shelly Myers

January 20, 2019-Bill & Josie Ridenour

January 27, 2019-Nick & Teresa Harris family

WORSHIP: (Scripture & Childrend Parable)

January 6, 2019-Pastor John Cook & Sue Gray
January 13, 2019-Derek Palmer family & Dave Mann
January 20, 2019-Micah Higgins & Jon Higgins
January 27, 2019-Denise Stouffer (dual role)




CHLDREN:S
MIMSTRAIES

Happy New Year!

I am working on the Sunday School teaching and nursery
schedule for January (the last Sunday is still available) through
May. We are sadly saying goodbye to Elizabeth Freeman, but
wish her well at her new church. We will be praying for your
family during the transition. Thank you for your service to
children here at First United Methodist Church. If you would
like to join our Children’s Ministry team I still have openings for
you in a classroom or the nursery and would love to hear from
you.

FACT is going well. Our attendance continues to grow. Itis so
great to see children from the neighborhood walk through the
door and ask if they are too late to join us for activities and
dinner. The children will be visiting a nursing home soon to
deliver the blankets that we made in December. They then
spend time completing homework or working with an adult on
reading skills. Several of our neighborhood children have
participated in our Christmas Eve Children’s service and even
our Christmas Cantata. Their families have joined us for these
as well. How wonderful it is to hear from their parents how
grateful they are for our ministries and volunteers. We are
changing lives and making an impact in our neighborhood and
community.

I would like to thank everyone that has made our children’s
ministries a success this past year. It couldn’t be done without
your willingness to give your time.

Have a safe and Happy New Year,
Angel



SEEKING VOLUNTEERS

If you would like to read scripture @ our 10 AM service, or
present the children’s parable, please contact Kari Halderman
(260-563-0135) and your name will be added to the list.

Also, we would like to expand our lists for Greeters and/or Coffee
Hosts. Please contact the church office and your name will be
added to those lists as well. Much appreciated!

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

s 8:00 a.m. in the MAC (during restoration period)

s 9:00 a.m. Bible study

s 10:00 a.m. in the MAC (during restoration period)
Coffee hour following the 10 a.m. service, in the MAC

Benjamin Beeks-Our Interim Pastor

Benjamin Beeks is the son of a UMC pastor, who has grown up in
a few different Indiana communities. His Dad was serving at
Hebron UMC when Benjamin was born in 1996. The next move
was to Osceola UMC in 1998, and currently, the family has been
at Monticello UMC since 2006.

Benjamin graduated from Delphi Community High School in 2014,
and Purdue University in 2018, with a degree in Political Science.
He is currently attending Asbury Theological Seminary with plans
to graduate in May of 2021.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE FOR
FEBRUARY NEWS IS JANUARY 15th
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REMEMBER F.1.S.H. THE FIRST SUNDAY of
each month is fiCollection Sundayo for F.I.S.H.
Please bring dry and/or canned items you would
like to contribute to the Friends In Service
Here food pantry, to church, on Sunday,
January 6th. All contributions will be delivered
to F.I.S.H. during the week.

Suggested Items: Canned fruit & vegetables,
cereal, pasta, tuna, canned meat, peanut butter,
spaghetti sauce. Your donations are always
greatly appreciated.

LIFETOUCH MOBILE DIRECTORY

This link allows everyone to access our roster in
the back of the newest pictorial directory. When
new information is provided to the office, it is
updated here as well. It requires an access
code and that is KAF17.

https://mobiledirectory.lifetouch.com/319128/
first-united-methodist-church
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NEW BEGINNINGS MINISTRY NEEDS

N2

CHANGE FOR A OCHANH!
1°" UMC WILL COLLECT CHANGE THE
LAST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH

WATCH FOR THE RED JAR!

ﬁ? BLESS YOU ® 7’?
A t\ .

2018 End of the Year UMW Mission Giving

Kid’s First 700
First UMC Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 650
Blessings in a Backpack 450
The Access 450
Wesley Academy 450
85 Hope 400
F.I.S.H. 175
Helping Hands 175
Lighthouse Mission 175
Living Well in Wabash County 175
Bashor Children’s Home 150
Indiana UMC Children’s Home 150
New Beginnings Ministry of Wabash 100
Wabash Life Center 100

Total: $4300

The UMW want to thank everyone who contributed to make the above
donations possible to each of these projects.




BRIANNAGS HOPE MONTHLY UPDATE

First United Methodist is a Chapter Church of Brianna’s Hope and has been active in Wabash, IN,
for over one year now. Every Thursday evening starts with a meal at 6 pm, followed by a group
meeting from 6:30 pm to 8 pm. Brianna’s Hope provides hope to individuals, families, and
communities battling addiction, using encouragement, support and working with other resources.

Since Brianna’s Hope has started, I have never shared the format of our meeting. Here is an
outline of what happens in our meetings:

1 We start with greeting and welcoming everyone to Brianna’s Hope. One of our foundational
documents is a prayer written by Brianna Demeattias, the young lady that Brianna’s Hope is
named after. (I have included that prayer at the end of this article.)

1 Sobriety tags are passed out. These represent the number of days of sobriety: 1 week, 30 to
180 days, 9 months, 1 year, 2 years up to 3 years. After attending 3 meetings, a Brianna’s
Hope t-shirt is given to participants.

1 Part of the meeting is open discussion. We celebrate the victories of the week. This could be
1t’)indi(|;1?j a job, my children are back with me, a broken relationship is restored, I wanted to use
ut did not use.

T We always end with prayer requests from the group.

Struggles for the week are discussed in the group. Part of the discussion about struggles is what
tool was used to turn that struggle into a victory. The group is very honest and open with each
other. One of the struggles for people who come to Brianna’s Hope for the first time is the
embarrassment of being judged. I encourage people to bring a support person with them. This
makes that first time to Brianna’s Hope easier. I challenge the church to come to a Brianna’s Hope
meeting and be that support person for someone.

This is the prayer found by Brianna’s mom after Brianna’s death.
"Please, Lord, look after me and my family. Please help me to do the right thing and to show
people that I am not a bad person inside or out and help me Lord to get through this
disappointment again and know I make mistakes but who doesnt. I don't do it to do wrong.
I do it cuz I feel I have no other choice. I want a better life, Lord, I do. Please help me. Do
to me as what you feel is best. I surrender to you. In Jesus’name. Amen”.

This is a powerful prayer. There are times we might pick just one line and discuss it.

We have had various speakers over the year share their stories of addiction. I will continue to do
this so our group can hear actual testimony of how others have turned their lives around.

For more information about Brianna’s Hope, you may contact Pastor John Cook @ (260) 563-1406,
or send an e-mail to pastorjohn1954@gmail.com.

&

Blessings,
Pastor John

“A Better Life -

Brianna’s Hope”
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MENG® BREAKFAST IS BACK

©

The Men's Breakfast group is active meeting on the second Tuesday of each
month, 9 o’clock @ The Fried Egg.

This is the schedule for the next six months:
Tuesday, January 8, 2019
Tuesday, February 12, 2019
Tuesday, March 12, 2019
Tuesday, April 9, 2019
Tuesday, May 14, 2019

Pastor John Cook
Doug Konkle

GAMES, GAMES and MORE GAMES!

On Friday, November 30th, FUMC hosted its first men’s game group! This is
a fun opportunity to get together to play some cards/games and enjoy
some shacks. The plan is to meet every Friday, 10:00, in our conference
room. There will be a designated shelf (in the conference room), where
you will find decks of cards, dice etc. Please feel free to bring your favorite
games from home as well!

All are welcome, so pass this information along to your friends to join
in! The more the merrier!

NOTE: THE MEN®S GROUP WILL NOT MEET ON JANUARY 4TH.
THEY WILL MEET AGAIN ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 11TH @ 10 AM.

Men’s Game Group




CLUB 345
Happy New Year!

THIS MONTH, WE WILL BE MEETING

ON SUNDAY, January 6 , 2019 g By
@ 12 noon to Prayer Walk
REMEMBER TO BRING A SACK LUNCH
Thank you
Teresa Harris

PLEASE STOP BY... A 100" BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

You are cordially invited to join in the celebration of Dorotha Harvey's
100th birthday on January 12, 2019. The festivities/open house will
begin at 9:30am and end at 11:30am. The event will take place at
The Heritage of Huntington, 1180 W. 500 N. (Near the hospital and
across the street from the YMCA).

If the weather prevents attendance, please take time to send her a
card. She has been well taken care of by the staff at The Heritage of
Huntington, but has had issues with her memory. She may not
remember who you are, but will definitely know you cared enough to
help her celebrate this milestone in her life through your attendance
or with a card. If you have questions, please contact Ann Ambler,
daughter, at 260-344-1223 or 260-602-4769. Please no gifts, just your
presence!

Have a great day!
Ann Ambler
Cell: 260.602.4769




2018 Memorial Fund Prioritized Grant Requests
Congregational Voting
December 2, 2018

1. FACT - Wabash First UMC — Request $6,000 Assigned: Jayne Rice

Wednesday children’s project to support our kids as well as neighborhood kids by providing spiritual support.
The request is to help fund meals, supplies, games, and curriculum.
Match $3,000 Denise Stouffer 2nd time funding
Cum $6,000

2. Community Cupboard Pantry at Living Well in Wabash - Request $9,000

Assigned: Toni McKillip
This request is for food assistance for low income families. They need to supply one ton of food per week to
about 125 Wabash County households of all ages.

Match $6,000 Beverly Ferry Ist time funding
Cum $15,000

3. Food and Tuition for Kids First Children to Attend Wesley Academy — Request $9,700

Assigned: Vince Harrell
This request is for a food program to provide hot meals and snacks and a discount in tuition for full-time
daycare kids who also attend Wesley Academy.

Match $7,000 Denise Stouffer 3rd time funding
Cum $24,700
4. Indiana Dream Center, Huntington, IN — Request $3,200 Assigned: Tammy Whitenack

They have two residential homes which house up to 6 residents at a time for people with life controlling issues.
They are asking assistance in purchasing equipment and curriculum.

Match $3,000 Christine Walker Ist time funding
Cum $27,900
5. Wabash FCA- Request $3,000 Assigned: Cal Eichenauer

The Fellowship of Christian Athletes provides weekly morning huddle meetings for Wabash High School
students and evening Bible study for both Wabash and Metro students. They are asking assistance in funding
breakfast treats, equipment, supplies, senior blankets and end of the year banquet and speaker.
Match $3,000 Susan Dawes Ist time funding
Cum $30,900

Total Requests: $30,900




CHRISTIAN BOOK CLUB 2019

Our next meeting will be January 15, 2019, and the book will be
A Conspiracy of Paper by David Liss. Other books by this author
that we have read are: 7he Coffee Trader and The Whiskey
Rebels. His books are well researched and always have that
element of intrigue as well as moral and ethical questions. Please
contact me, if you have questions. We will only have 8 books
available so you may need to check our local library or purchase a
book if necessary.

Hope to see you at The Fried Egg, @ 12:30pm. Thank you.

Sondra Harrell
(260) 563-2800

BOOK reMARKS:
LITTLE FREE LIBRARY

Many of you may have already noticed the Little Free Library located as you enter
the first set of church doors, off the parking lot. At present, this library contains
children’s books which are available to any child in the community. A child may take
a book and keep it, or he/she can take a book and return it or replace it with
another book as a way of sharing. If you have any children’s books in new or gently
used condition that you would like to donate, or have questions concerning this
library, please contact me.

Sondra Harrell
(260) 563-2800




Approved

Income
Expenses
Difference

EXPENSES
Missions & Tithe
Staff Parish
Ministries
Trustees

TOTAL

NON-BUDGET

UMCOR - US Disaster Relief
Kids First Day Care

Brianna’s Hope
New Beginnings
FISH

2018FI

NANCI REPORT

November

Mont hly

Budmgeunt
$455, 401 .%0701)50.08

November

$18,098.09
$32,658.00

45.69%
86.06%

($14,559.91)

Yeatrddat e Percentage
$417, 450 91962%
Yeardat e
$407,472.59 97.91%
$404,334.74  96.86%

$22,036.13

GENERAL BUDGET OVERVI EW
2018 2018
Beg Balance Income Expense Ending Balance
$54,632.54 $407,472.59 $404,334.74 $57,770.39
Actual YTD Anticipated Percentage of
Actual YTD Percentage YTD Annual Budget Budget
$ 63,646.41 94.60% $ 67,282.42 $ 73,399.00 16.12%
$179,230.94 94.46% $189,751.83 $207,002.00 45.46%
$ 19,445.08 57.91% $ 33,577.50 $ 36,630.00 8.04%
$ 142,012.31 111.96% $ 126,839.17 $138,370.00 30.38%
$ 404,334.74 96.86% $ 417,450.92 $455,401.00 100.00%
MISSIONS INCOME
Novembé&ear®at e
$160.00 $2,580.00
$3,725.00 $4,277.50
$150.00 $2,105.00
$50.00 $50.00
$100.00 $100.00



End of the Year Contribution Guidelines

The 4" Quarter Contribution statement should be ar-
riving the first week of January 2019. Please review
your statement to ensure we have recorded your
contributions correctly for the fourth quarter. Please
notify the church office as soon as possible if you see
an error, as we will be closing the 2018 contribution
books on Wednesday, January 9.

Contributions to be credited for 2018 must be re-
ceived by Monday, December 31, 2018 to be counted
as a donation in 2018.

We will be changing contribution numbers for 2019.
The number listed on your contribution statement
will be the contribution number for 20109.

For the families who have requested contribution en-
velopes for 2019, please check the large foyer table
after January 1%, 2019 to pick them up.

Mel Rennaker,
Treasurer




Outreach Committee
Special Offering Plans for 2019

Background Information

y Earlier this year the Missions Committee was merged into the
Outreach Committee.

s For 2019, the Outreach Committee is planning to conduct a
special offering each month to fund the ministries formerly
included in the Missions Committee budget.

1 These collections will be conducted on the first Sunday of each
month. If paying by check, please make the check
pavable to the First United Methodist Church and list
the particular ministry on the Memo line of the check.

s The ministry to be funded will be announced either in the
bulletin, or verbally, on the Sunday prior to the special offering
Sunday. A short note or comment about the ministry will be
provided.

The ministries scheduled to be funded are as follows:
January 6: Kenneth and Debbie Vance
February 3: UMCOR-Disaster Relief, United States
March 3: FISH -Friends in Service Here
April 7: Helping Hands of Wabash County, Inc.
May 5: UM Church’s Local Relief
June 2: LIFE
July 7: Character Building of Wabash County
August 4: Lighthouse Missions
September 1: New Beginnings
October 6: Blessings in a Backpack
November 3: The Access
December 1: 85 Hope

=A =4 =4 4 -4 4 -4 A -4 A -4 -




JANUARY 2019

1
B-Sharon Gunyon

2
B-Ken Purdy

3
B-Megan Palmer
B-Jim Stefanatos

5
B-Jane Hentgen

6
B-Debbie
Wagner

8
B-Quinton Siders

9

A-Dr. Orion & Mary
Jane Toepfer
B-Cathy Cook

10
100th birthday for
Dorotha Harvey!!

11
B-Kathy
Stefanatos

13

B-Ariel Benner
B-Cathie
Lefforge

B-Bill Ridenour

14
B-Ramona
Copeland

16
B-Andrea Schuler
B-llah Wagner

17
B-Debbie Bryant

18

A-Pastor John &
Cathy Cook
B-Henry
Beauchamp
B-Dee Byerly

19

A-Larry & Marge
Young

B-Larry Young

21

B-Marta Gidley
B-Taylor Poole
B-JP Schuler

22
B-Lisa Engle

23
B-Molly Engle
B-Josie Wade

24

B-David England
B-Elizabeth
Freeman
B-Claralou Martin

25
B-Sue Burton

26
B-Shelly Myers
B-Julie Sadler

27
B-David
Van Camp

28
B-Thaddeuas
Leach

30
B-Nancy Kramer

31
B-Troy Payton




JANUARY 2019
EVENTS AND MEETINGS
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FUMC CARES: For prayer needs during the week, please contact Teresa
Harris either on her cell phone (preferred number: [260] 571-9804),
or email (teresa7729@gmail.com) to start the prayer chain. If you or a
family member is hospitalized or having a medical procedure performed,
please inform Teresa or the church office.

Homebound: Kate Mitting

Heritage Pointe (Warren Home)
Health Care: Maxine Haist, 801 N. Huntington St. (Room 258),

Warren, IN 46792

Heritage of Huntington: Dorotha Harvey, 1180 W 500 N, Huntington,
IN 46750 (Room 215)

Millers Merry Manor East—David Deepe (Room 120)

Peabody®& Retirement Community:
Independent Living: Wes & Norma Wingert

The Inn Apartment: Lamoine Scott (Room 224)
Hawthorme Heights: Sally Scott (Room 228)
Smock Memory Unit. Jayne Pepple

Tulip Place: Connie Squires (Room 135)
Health Care: Mary Keppel, Terry Cusack

Rolling Meadows: Frank Olson

Wellbrooke: Pat Mouser (Room 330)

Others: Sue Burton (home, prayers appreciated)

Military Members: Jonathan Ridenour, Army SSGT (Hawaii),; Kristin
Valentine, US Coast Guard (Florida); Brandon Terry (Ft. Benning), Jesus

Ratuita (Kuwait), Jonathan Wiemer, Marines (South Carolina), Joe Lee,
Air Force (Florida)

Rose Bowls for Expecting Couples:
1. Ty & Hayley Renbarger

If you are expecting, and will be raising your child in this congregation,
FUMC wants to honor this special occasion by placing a rose bowl on the
altar. If you would like a rose bowl, please notify the church office or
Angel Hostetler.




