
 

First United Methodist Church of Wabash, Indiana 
TO KNOW CHRIST AND TO MAKE HIM KNOWN 
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BALANCING LIFE’S LOAD 

 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your soul.  

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  Matthew 11:28-30 
 
This passage from Matthew offers us insights into shouldering a load and maintaining balance 
in our spiritual and physical life.  This summer we may look at some sights and do some 
traveling. 
 

Matthew makes reference to an oxen yoke.  The wooden yoke that went across an ox enabled 
him to pull a load that he could not pull without the yoke.  God offers us help in balancing the 
challenges we face; not by fighting the yoke but by letting God help us maintain our spiritual 
balance on a daily basis. 
 

Pontius Pilate stood eyeball to eyeball with Jesus of Nazareth.  In the process of interrogation, 
he heard Christ refer to “everyone who is of the truth,” to which Pilate replied, “What is truth?”  
Pilate never waited for an answer. He turned away in confusion and disgust.  He should have 
stopped running and waited for the answer.  Jesus could have told him that He alone has 
satisfying words of life.  He alone is “The Way, The Truth, and The Life” John 14;6 
 

On our summer quest what will we discover?  I hope that we find on our summer quest a fresh 
encounter with Christ Jesus who is The Way, The Truth and The Life.  Apart from the Way 
there is no going.  Apart from the Truth there is no knowing.  Apart from the Life there is no 
living.  God says... Be in Christ, rest yourself. 

Faithfully in Christ,  Pastor David   

 

“The First Edition” is the newsletter of the 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
110 N. Cass Street, Wabash, IN 46992 

Internet address:  www.wabashfirstumc.org          E-mail:  office.wabfirstumc@cinergymetro.net 
Phone: (260) 563-3108       FAX:     (260) 563-3109 

 Senior Pastor -  David Cross                  Minister of Family Life & Outreach - Heather Olson-Bunnell  
 8:00 a.m. Rise and Shine Worship  9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

 9:00 a.m. Christ Alive! Worship        10:00 a.m. Mid-Morning Worship 

                           10:15 a.m. Sunday School 
      

Mission Statement...To provide a loving fellowship that brings about spiritual transformation 
through worship, prayer, study and action in order to know Christ and to make Him known. 

Vision Statement...Our passion for God and for people means we will be a church which offers 
Christ to all and is open to God’s leading. 

June 2010 



 

SUMMER OF SUNDAYS DURING KIDS CONNEXTION 10:15 A.M. 

The Olympic games are the greatest amateur sporting event in the world.  The modern 
Olympics are based on sporting events held in ancient Greece.  The ancient games died out in 
AD 393.  A small group of men formed and International Olympic Committee and the modern 

Olympics were born in 1896.   
Starting May 30 our children will participate in an active learning time that adapts some of the 
Olympic qualities found in athletes to the Christian life.  As Christians grow, they learn there 

are disciplines  to be followed.  Olympians and Christians must be strong, honest, leaders, 
finishers, brave, loyal, survivors, faithful, clever and forgiving. 
During the summer, the children will hear stories of gold medal Bible Champions who face 

desperate challenges and with God’s help were able to win.  They will also participate in Silver 
Sports and sample Bronze Team Snacks.  Contact Pastor Heather to help one week with this 
exciting summer children’s ministry. (563-3108) 

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 

9AM BIBLE EXPLORERS 

This summer our Bible Explorers 9:00 
a.m. learning time will study the Fruit of 

the Spirit.  The first nine 

lessons include:  Love, Joy, 
Peace, Patience, Kindness, 
Generosity, Faithfulness, 

Gentleness and Self Control.  Other 
Christian virtues Honesty, Forgiveness, 

Obedience and Responsibility will follow 
those weeks.  Bible Stories and special 
activities are part of each lesson.  Enjoy 

a “fruity” summer with us which will 
include fresh fruit, fruit juice or fruit roll 
ups each week!  

If you would like to donate “fruity 
snacks”, please bring to Pastor 
Heather’s new office. 

IMPORTANT!! NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES 
church office = office.wabfirstumc@cinergymetro.net 
Kids First = kidsfirst.wabfirstumc@cinergymetro.net 
Pastor David Cross = 
pastor.wabfirstumc@cinergymetro.net 
Pastor Heather Olson Bunnell = 
 familylife.wabfirstumc@cinergymetro.net 
(for now, please continue to use her yahoo address, 
revhob@yahoo.com) 
Mel Rennaker, Treasurer = 
treasurer.wabfirstumc@cinergymetro.net 
Bill McAlpin, Dir. of Contemporary Worship = 
worship.wabfirstumc@cinergymetro.net 

DEADLINE FOR ITEMS IN NEXT NEWSLETTER—MONDAY, JUNE 21 BY 10A.M. 

ATTENTION GRADUATES OR PARENTS OF 
GRADUATES 

Graduation from college and high school is here.  
First UMC Wabash would like to recognize our 
graduates during worship services, Sunday, June 
13th.  If you or someone you know graduates this 
year, please call the church office.   

We know the hard work it takes and we want to 
celebrate your achievement.  We will be recognizing 
both High School and College graduates and need 
your information by June 1st.   

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY  

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS 
The Parish Health Ministry is 
seeking volunteers for a Task Force 
that will be planning a Healing 
Service to be held in the Autumn of 
2010.  Contact Linda Gardner or 
So ndr a  Har r e l l fo r  mo r e 
information. 

SILENT AUCTION 
The house and garage at 252 Sinclair 
Street will be open for inspection of 
silent auction items on Saturday, May 
22 from 9am to 1pm.  Final bids will 

be taken on Saturday, May 29 from 9:30am to 
11am.  Pictures of items available are on display 
in the Gathering area.   



 

                    LOOKING AHEAD 
          
          Intentional Faith Development    
    Opportunities At Wabash 1st UMC 

 
 SUMMER:  
 Modoc’s Study: “Crazy Love”  by Francis Chan / Leader: Donna Highley 
 Go for the Gold:  Children’s program / Leader: Pastor Heather 
 Women of Faith  study:    Leaders: Cindy Hoffman and Christine Cross 
 Galactic Blast:  Vacation Bible School @ Christ UMC 
FALL: 
 Financial Peace University:   Leaders:  Max Highley and Alan Palmer 
 Esther (Beth Moore study), plus a women’s retreat / Leaders:  Women’s ministries 
 Disciple Short Term study: Disciple I and/or II:  Leader: Rose Alice Akers 
 Parenting Counts:  Leaders: Pastor Heather and Teresa Witkoske 
 Men’s Monday am study: Leaders: Pastor David, Bob Schmalzried, and Jim Stanton 
 Monday am Bible study:   Leader: Elaine Leach 
OTHER: 
 Advent:  Church wide study   
  Lent: Church wide study (“Purpose Driven  Church”) 

(Place, time and dates to be determined) 
 

PLAN TO JOIN PASTOR DAVID  

IN BIBLE STUDY 

In September, a Bible study for adults will begin on Sunday evening at the same time 
as youth fellowship.  This will open up the opportunity for those who are bringing 
children to Youth Group to stay and only make one trip.  This study is open to 
everyone. 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 

In September we will again offer the Financial Peace University course to all who are 

interested.  Max Highley will lead this group. 

 

DISCIPLE I OR II may be offered this Fall depending on interest.  Rose Alice Akers is willing to lead this 
group.  Disciple would meet on Monday evening, or if there is enough interest, possibly at 9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday morning.  If you feel you would like to be a part of this group, contact the church office as soon 
as possible. 

WORSHIP IN THE PARK 
August 22, 10:30 a.m. 

Combined service for 8, 9 & 10 am  
Lunch to follow at 11:45 a.m. 

 

ALL CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE 
Saturday, August 28 
8:00 a.m. to Noon 

 



 

WOMEN’S WOMEN’S WOMEN’S WOMEN’S     
SUMMER CONNECTIONSUMMER CONNECTIONSUMMER CONNECTIONSUMMER CONNECTION    
Tuesdays 9:00Tuesdays 9:00Tuesdays 9:00Tuesdays 9:00————10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.10:30 a.m.    

Gathering Room Gathering Room Gathering Room Gathering Room     
(Off of small kitchen)(Off of small kitchen)(Off of small kitchen)(Off of small kitchen)    

June 22ndJune 22ndJune 22ndJune 22nd————July 27thJuly 27thJuly 27thJuly 27th    
Facilitators:  Facilitators:  Facilitators:  Facilitators:      

Sondra Harrell, Cindy Hoffman, Sondra Harrell, Cindy Hoffman, Sondra Harrell, Cindy Hoffman, Sondra Harrell, Cindy Hoffman, 
Christine CrossChristine CrossChristine CrossChristine Cross    

Come, gather for a time to draw Come, gather for a time to draw Come, gather for a time to draw Come, gather for a time to draw 
closer to God and each other closer to God and each other closer to God and each other closer to God and each other 
through humorous presentations through humorous presentations through humorous presentations through humorous presentations 
and heartfelt prayers.and heartfelt prayers.and heartfelt prayers.and heartfelt prayers.    

SENIOR DAY OUTING 

July 15 

Reservations are being 
taken for Wagon Wheel 
Play House to see 
“Music Man” 
Lunch & Play $31.00 
Sign up sheet in church 
office or call the office 
at 260-563-3108. 

ATTENTION SENIORS!! 

Those planning to go to Amish Acres 

to hear the Blackwood Brothers and 

Mariners Quartet on Thursday, May 

27, should meet at the church at 9:30 

a.m.  We will return around 5:30 p.m. 

    

        VACATION 

BIBLE 

SCHOOL 

“Galactic   

 Blast” 
 

A Cosmic Adventure Praising God! 

JUNE 14—18 

9:00 A.M.—11:00 A.M. 

For ages 3 thru 5th grade 

@ Christ United Methodist Church 

477 N. Wabash Street, Wabash  

Pick up an application in the Church 

office or call 260-563-3108.   

 

FROM KIDS FIRST CHILD CARE 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for all their help and 
donations for our fundraiser.  Thank you also for your purchase of the tickets and 
joining us that evening.  We made a profit of $2,000.00, which will help us to 
reach our goal for new carpet and tiles in the fellowship area. 
June Birthdays:  Olivia Mollet—9th, Nicholas Ewing—22nd, Annie French—
24th. 
Thank you again for your support, Missie Edwards, Director 



 

FFFFirst YYYYouth IIIInfo 
Wabash First United Methodist Middle SchoolMiddle SchoolMiddle SchoolMiddle School Youth 

Upcoming Events 
 

May 23 
4:30pm – Confirmation Class and light meal in Conference room. 

6-7:30pm – Mission trip to F.I.S.H. 
We are stocking and organizing at the food pantry.  This is our mission for the month of May.  Mentors 
welcome. 
 

May 30 NO meeting… NO meeting… NO meeting… NO meeting…     
Memorial Day weekend 
 

Saturday, June 5 in the MAC   
Confirmation Banquet and Awards Ceremony… 

All youth and parents are invited to celebrate with the new confirmation class and enjoy a 
review of a year full of youth activities.  Great food and fun awards! 
 

June 6 Confirmation Sunday … 
Enjoy the morning service with your families.  No evening meeting. 
 

June 13 at Christ United Methodist (Time: TBA) 
VBS set-up and Decorating… 

This is the mission/outreach for June 
 

June 20 NO meeting… NO meeting… NO meeting… NO meeting…     

Father’s Day 
 

June 27  Crud Day…Crud Day…Crud Day…Crud Day…    
 Let’s welcome the new Youth Group members with some messy fun!  Wear old clothes and bring friends! 

WE REJOICE in the baptism of Mason Riley Payton.  Mason was baptized at FUMC on 
May 9, 2010.  His parents are Troy and Michelle Payton of Huntington.  Mason was born 
December 21, 2009.  His maternal grandparents are Bill & Jenny Covey and paternal 
grandparents are Mike Payton and Tina Palmer.  Step grandparents are Michele Payton and 
Alan Palmer.     

CONGRATULATIONS TO DISCIPLE III GRADUATES! 

We are happy to congratulate nine people who recently completed the Disciple III study.  In order 

to do this they attended study once a week for two 1/2 hours and had home reading.   

Sondra Harrell, Rose Alice Akers, Pat Mouser, Mike Gray, Sue Gray, Andrea Bakehorn, Linda Gardner, 

Jim Gardner, & John Cook.  We salute your dedication to the study of God’s Word. 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS NEEDED 
We are looking for substitute teachers for 9 am Bible Explorers Sunday School so our regular teachers 
could have some time off.  If you are able to help in June, July, or August, please contact Pastor Heather.  
Our teachers work so hard all year long, let’s give them a well deserved mini vacation or chance to 
attend an adult Sunday School class.  Curriculum is ordered for summer classes and will arrive soon.  



 

2010 FINANCIAL REPORT 

April 30, 2010 
 

 Approved Budget Monthly Amount  Year-to Date   Percentage 
     $383,983.00      $ 31,998.58   $127,994.33  33.33%  
 

      April   Year-to Date    
Income   $  33,116.87      103.49%  $130,988.43        102.34% 
Expenses  $  35,054.59      109.55% $123,271.14          96.31% 
Difference  $  (1,937.72)   $   7,717.29 

 

GENERAL BUDGET OVERVIEW 

    2010    2010     2010                   2010   

Beginning Balance Income   Expenses  Ending Balance 
$ 12,299.50  $130,988.43  $123,271.14  $20,016.79 

    YTD Percentage    33.93%      32.10% 
 

Detail of General Budget Income 

             YTD     Annual       

     April YTD Income    Est. Income Est. Income 

Member Pledges  $ 25,740.00 $102,293.00 $100,989.00 $302,967.00       101.29%  

Member Contributions $   2,575.00 $  11,886.00 $  11,333.33 $  34,000.00       104.88%  

Non-Member Contributions $   1,896.00 $    5,824.40 $   3,333.33 $  10,000.00  174.73% 

Loose Offering   $      345.00 $    1,208.79 $   1,000.00 $    3,000.00  120.88% 

Sunday School Offering $        47.00 $       204.10 $      166.67 $       500.00       122.46% 

Checking Interest   $        52.87 $       218.14 $      185.33 $       556.00  117.70% 

Upper Room   $            $         17.00 $          8.33 $         25.00  204.00% 

Offering Envelopes  $          1.00 $         42.00 $        16.67 $         50.00  252.00% 

Building Use   $      450.00 $       725.00 $      666.67 $    2,000.00   108.75% 

2009 Pledge Payment  $            $       310.00 $      108.33 $       325.00       286.15% 

Reimb from Other Accounts $      $     $      859.00 $    2,577.00      0.00% 

Extra Gift Contributions $    2,010.00 $    8,260.00      $ 10,000.00 $  30,000.00         82.60%

 TOTAL  $  33,116.87 $130,988.43 $128,666.67       $386,000.00  101.80% 

     

2010 GENERAL BUDGET 

Committee Groups   April  YTD Expenses    Budget  

Missions   $       310.00 $   3,430.00 $  16,350.00  20.98 % 

Denominational Ministries $    3,643.00 $  14,410.00 $  41,235.00       34.95 % 

Personnel   $  12,937.41 $  55,637.12 $170,418.00       32.65 % 

Council on Ministries  $    1,129.89 $    3,400.97 $  14,180.00       23.98 % 

Building & Grounds  $  16,496.72 $  45,072.36 $137,140.00       32.87 % 

Office Operations  $       332.85 $       820.33 $    2,475.00       33.14 % 

Finance & Stewardship $       204.72 $       500.36 $    2,185.00       22.90 % 

 TOTAL $  35,054.59 $123,271.14 $383,983.00  32.10 % 
 

March Non-Budget Missions 

           April     YTD 

UMCOR-Haiti  Relief    $  200.00 $ 2,486.00 

FROM OUR CHURCH TREASURER 
I will be mailing contribution statements at the end of May to families, friends, and individuals who made a 
pledge to the “Visions-for Generations” building debt reduction campaign.  The “Visions-for Generations” pledge 
drive is a three year commitment and the statements will reflect pledges for all three years with each year ending 
on April 30 of 2011, 2012, and 2013.  Please review these statements to ensure I have recorded your pledge 
correctly.  A few of our donors have asked if it is possible to move to a calendar year ending date instead of the 
April 30 date.   Yes, it is possible to change the pledge ending date and the amount pledged will stay the same 
only the totals will be reflected on a calendar basis.   If you are interested in this option please contact me. 

Mel Rennaker, Church Treasurer 



 

June 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1   
 
 
 
6:30pm-Staff 
Parish 
Committee 
(Conference Rm) 

2 
 
 
6pm-Children’s 
Teachers’ 
meeting (Conf. 
Rm) 

3 4 
 
 
 
MAC reserved for 
set up 

5 
 
9am-3pm-NHS 
Cheerleaders Car 
Wash (Parking 
lot) 
 
6pm-Confirmation 
Banquet (MAC) 

6 2nd Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Confirmation 
Sunday 
 
 
 
 
No Youth Mtg. 

7 8 
 
 
5:30pm-Finance 
Committee 
(Conference Rm) 

9 10 11 12 
 
 
MAC & Kitchen 
reserved 

13   3rd Sunday 
after Pentecost 
 
10am-Graduate 
Recognition 
 
TBA-Youth set up 
for VBS 

14 15 16 
 
1:30pm-Senior 
Trip Planning 
Committee (Conf. 
Rm) 

17 18 
9am-6pm-Red 
Cross Blood 
Drive (MAC) 

19 

20 4th Sunday 
after Pentecost 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No Youth Mtg. 

21  
10am-Newsletter 
Deadline 

22 
 
9-10:30am– 
Women’s Bible 
Study (Gathering 
Area) 
6:30pm-Worship 
Committee 
(Conf. Room) 

23 
 
 
7pm-”Crazy 
Love” Bible Study  
(Modoc’s) 

24 25 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-7:30pm-Youth 
(MAC) 

28 29 
 
9-10:30am– 
Women’s Bible 
Study (Gathering 
Area) 

30 
 
 
 
7pm-”Crazy 
Love” Bible Study  
(Modoc’s) 

   

COMBINED VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 9—11 A.M. AT CHRIST UMC 

A  N  N  U  A  L       C  O  N  F  E  R  E  N  C  E 

Annual Conf. 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

Sunday: 

8am-Rise & Shine Worship (Sanctuary) 
9am-Sunday School 
9am-Christ Alive Worship (MAC) 
10am-Mid-morning Worship (Sanctuary) 
10:15am-Sunday School for Adults 
               Kids Connextion for children 

Monday 

8am-Men’s Bible Study (Pastor’s Study) 
7pm-Boy Scouts (Scout Room) 
Tuesday 

9am-Newcomers Committee (Office work room) 
6pm-Cub Scouts (Scout Room) 
Wednesday 

4pm-Men’s Prayer Group 

Thursday 

6:30pm-Contemporary Service 
Rehearsal (MAC) 
Saturday 
7:45am-Women’s Emmaus Reunion 
Group (Modoc’s) 



 

June 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
A-Dick &  Joyce 
   Tschantz 
 
B-Ellen Gamble 

2 
 
 
B-Dick Tschantz 

3 
 
B-Brad Bidlwell 
B-Melissa Bryant 
B-Terry Height 
B-Nick Hentgen 
B-Bob McCallen  
B-Myra Perkins 
 

4 
 
B-Katie Ford 

5 
A-Doug & Katy 
(Beckett) Smith 
 
B-Richard Corle 

6 
A-Steve & Ruth 
 Ann Pilgrim 
 
B-Sylvia 
Bakehorn 
B-Jeremy 
Boardman 

7 
 
B-Jane Mann 
B-Pam Hug 

8 
A-Cal & Carolyn 
      Eichenauer 
 
B-Ann Higgins 

9 
A-Dean & Lauri 
Gunderman 

10 
 
B-Mikala Holder 
B-Kenneth 
      Hunter 

11 
 
B-Martha Baker 
B-Gary Gidley 

12 

13 
 
B-Sarah 
Rosemeyer 

14 
A-Lee & Nancy 
      Powell 

15 
A-Mike & Sue 
        Gray 

16 
 
B-Cindy Hensley 

17 
A-Max & Donna 
        Highley 
A-Andrew & 
Sarah (Downs) 
   Hodson 
B-Jaci Gahl 

18 
A-Bill & Nancy 
      Plummer 

19 
A-Carl & Kathy 
         Doran 
A-Jeff & Teresa 
         Galley 
 
B-John Yarnelle 

20 
A-Mike & Angie 
  Beauchamp 
A-David & Karen 
        Daine 
A-Bob & Cathy 
Schmalzried 
B-AJ McCord 

21 
 
B-Kevin DuBois 

22 
A-Jerry & Sondra 
         Hipsher 
 
B-Susan Keefer 

23 
A-David & Diane 
        England 
A-Mark & Gloria 
   McClatchey 
 
B-Sarah Tish 

24 
 
B-Brett 
Vanlandingham 

25 
 
A-Terry & Bonnie 
          Height 
 
B-Carly Spangler 

26 
A-JT & Betty 
    Stoops 

27 
A-Chuck & Janet 
        Leeka 
A-Steve & Teresa 
      Witkoske 
 
B-Kathy Doran 
B-Tyler Evans 
B-Alina Reed 
B-Kaelyn Short 

28 
 
B-Margaret Parks 

29 
 
B-Cheryl 
Nordman 
 

30 
A-Steve & Jane 
       Hentgen 
 
B-Jayne Pepple 

   

B = Birthdays 
A = Wedding Anniversary 


