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As I write this, we are on our first cancelled day of school because there is ice. Oh, I 
would so prefer six inches of snow to that half inch of ice, wouldnôt you? My boys were 
disappointed that there is a snow day today, as was my daughter who is now wondering 
if graduation is going to be pushed back to Independence Day. Oy.  
 
Sometimes things donôt go the way we planned. Holidays have a way of being that way, 
right? We want the perfect Christmas experience: 
Ŀ       Immaculately manicured tree with every ornament placed perfectly. 
Ŀ       Sumptuous dinner with every plate looking like a Victorian era setting 
Ŀ       Family all smiling and eagerly awaiting the moment when gifts will be unwrapped 

and dinner eaten and Christmas songs sung andé 
 
I have never had the perfect Christmas, but given what Christmas is remembering, I 
think that is OK; after all, it wasnôt perfect when: 
Ŀ       Mary found out she was pregnant and went to see her cousin Elizabeth for three 

months 
Ŀ        Joseph found out when she returned home and decided to divorce her quietly 
Ŀ        Their families were scandalized when Joseph went ahead and married Mary early,     

before the baby was born 
Ŀ        The Romans imposed increased taxes requiring Joseph to travel to Bethlehem 
Ŀ        There was no home for Mary to deliver Jesus so she had to deliver the Babe in a    

sheepôs cave 
Ŀ        No midwife was there to help, just Joseph. Oy.  
Ŀ        Family did not gather to celebrate, rather, it was stinky shepherds who came to   

celebrate with the young couple.  
 
Perfect Christmas? Not in the least. Perfect salvation? Jesus does bring that, and it 
started in a messy, inconvenient, less-than-Rockwell-like way.  
So, I pray for your Christmas celebrations. I pray they would be holyéeven if they are a 
holy mess. I pray they will be meaningfuléeven if it takes time for the meaning to dawn 
upon you. I pray they are refreshingéeven if it means sweeping the house three times 
to get it back in order. 
 
Mostly, I pray Jesus for you this Christmas.                       Shalom, Rev. Kurt Freeman  

https://www.facebook.com/wabashfirstumc/
https://www.facebook.com/wabashfirstumc/


 

 

YOUTH/CONFIRMATION                                                         
                              
December 2      5pm- Lesson Night 5-7.  
    Confirmands have your homework done  
 
December 9      11:30am- Mission ProjectðPrayer Walking 
 
December 16    Short Planning Night 
 
December 23    Progressive Dinner 3pm-7pm 
                       Leaders: Derek & Megan Palmer 
 
December 30    ñHappy New Yearôs Eveò Eve.  
    No youth meeting.  
  
 

MEDITATION NEWS 
 

December 16 We will be meeting prior to the Cantata, 
    4:30 pm-6:15 pm 

                                                          
                                Pastor Kurt Freeman 

 
         POINSETTIA ORDERS  

 
If you have not ordered your poinsettia yet, there is still time to 
place your order.  Stop by the office for a form before itôs too 
late.  December 17th is the deadline.  
 
The price this year is $14 each, and the poinsettias will be 
displayed on Sunday, December 23rd, through Christmas Eve, 
December 24th, at the candlelight service.  All plants may be 
taken home following the 11 pm service, or come by on 
Thursday, December 27th. (The church will be closed from 
December 24th through December 26th.)  Color options are red 
and white.                                                                             
                                     Thank you 



 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE YOUR NEW CHURCH ñFOBò? 
 

So happy many have received their fobs. If you have not requested one yet, stop 

by the church office to complete the form, so a FOB may be made for you. Itôs 

hard for anyone to predict when it may be necessary to come to the church and 

having your own FOB allows access at a time convenient for you, or in the 

event the office might be closed.     

                                                                                       Thank You                                                          

 
INK CARTRIDGES  & ALUMINUM CANS 

 
Tina Palmer is wanting to remind everyone to please recycle your small empty 
ink cartridges in the cardboard box located under the stairway.   
 
Also, feel free to drop off all aluminum cans to the church because she 
accumulates them to turn in for cash, for the church.   
 
Thank you.  

 
Capital Campaign Project Update as of 10/31/2018 

 
 

 Previous Donations        Capital Campaign           Total Committed  
 Before Campaign           Pledges        to Campaign   

   
 $1,800,000.00                  $1,324,638.95                  $3,124,638.95 
 

     Total Pledges                 Received to Date           Percentage of Total   
           Pledges                                    

 $1,324,638.95                  $914,011.25        69.07% 
 
 Total Estimated         Expenses   Percentage of Total Costs 
 Construction Costs       to Date            Paid to Date 
 $2,939,300.00                $998,876.09        33.98% 
 



 

 

 
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS FOR DECEMBER 

 
DOOR OPENER:   Mark McClatchey 
 
USHERS OF ST. John:  Leader:  Cal Eichenauer 
Bill Ridenour, David England, Mike Gray, Fred Fry, Jim Burton 
 
GREETERS:  
December 2:    Angie & Ariel Benner  
December 9:    Howard & Kari Halderman family 
December 16:  Derek & Megan Palmer family 
December 23:  Mark & Gloria McClatchey 
December 30:  Dr. Orion & Mary Jane Toepfer 
 
COFFEE HOSTS: 
December 2:    Howard & Kari Halderman family 
December 9:    Chad & Christy Maple family 
December 16:  Larry & Cindy Hoffman 
December 23:  Oren & Ilah Wagner 
December 30:  Tom & Roseanne Turner 
 
WORSHIP: (Scripture & Childrenôs Parable) 
December 2:    Roseanne Turner & Alan Palmer 
December 9:    David Van Camp & Pastor John Cook 
December 16:  Isaac Freeman & Denise Stouffer 
December 23:  Pastor John & Elizabeth & Rebekah Freeman 
December 30:  Tammy Whitenack (dual role) 

 

FUMCôs PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 
Our ministryôs message of caring is simple and enduring. We have 
seen time and time again that the creation and presentation of a 
shawl, baby blanket or lap robe, is tangible evidence of prayer 
and caring. Like all acts of generosity, it enriches both the giver 
as well as the recipient.   
 
 
 

                                       Jim Flack 



 

 

 
   
                        
 
           
 
                         

     
Mark your calendars.  The Childrenôs Christmas Eve Service is 
quickly approaching.  There is a sign-up sheet on the table by 
the stairs.  Please be sure to sign your child up.  Also, if your 
child has a special talent and would like to share that talent, be 
sure to let me know or get them signed up on the sign-up 
sheet.  I would like to have parts assigned by November 25th so 
we can get the scripts passed out.  We will begin practicing for 
the Christmas Eve program on Sunday mornings during our 
9:00 Sunday School time and the 10:00 Jr. Church time.  
Additionally, we will have a practice on Sunday, December 23, 
2018 following the 10:00 service.  Pizza will be provided.  The 
children can eat during the coffee hour and then begin practice.  
We should be finished by 2pm.  We are going to need help with 
costumes for the children.  The animal costumes that were used 
previously are no longer here.  We will need to be creative to 
create these costumes.  Any help would be greatly appreciated. 
 
December FACT News:  FACTôs mission for our unit, Jesus Is 
Born, is to collect baby food items which we will donate to the 
Life Center.  We will be collecting donations of Gerber Good 
Start powdered formula, baby cereal, baby food, and gloves for 
newborns to age 5 years.  We have someone coming from the 
Life Center to talk with the children on December 19th, and she 
will be picking up our donations then.   
 
Looking Ahead: We are also looking to begin our Community 
raised be gardens in the Spring. We will be recruiting volunteers 
to help build those soon.   
 
Thank you! 
         Angel Hostetler 
         Childrenôs Ministries 
 
 



 

 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

 
§ 8:00 a.m. in the MAC (during restoration period) 
§ 9:00 a.m. Bible study 
§ 10:00 a.m. in the MAC (during restoration period) 
   Coffee hour following the 10 a.m. service, in the MAC  

                                                                                                                                     

                Kids First Donation Requests  
For December 

 
DECEMBER 2:   Fruit Snacks, Pop Tarts, Juice, Gold Fish 
 
DECEMBER 9:   Hand Soap, Wipes, Paper Towel 
 
DECEMBER 16: Cookies, Christmas Candy, Donuts, Cereal Bars 
       
         Carolyn Satterfield 
                     Interim Director 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE FOR  

JANUARY NEWS IS DECEMBER 15th      

 
PRAYER WALKING IN DECEMBER 

 
Prayer walking will be on Sunday, December 9th, at 11:30 am, for approximately 30 
minutes.  We will be prayer walking our neighborhood and passing out devotionals 
for the Cantata.  Please join us! 

Benjamin Beeks-Our Interim Pastor  
 
Benjamin Beeks is the son of a UMC pastor, who has grown up in a few different 
Indiana communities.  His Dad was serving at Hebron UMC when Benjamin was born 
in 1996.  The next move was to Osceola UMC in 1998, and currently, the family has 
been at Monticello UMC since 2006.   
 
Benjamin graduated from Delphi Community High School in 2014, and Purdue 
University in 2018, with a degree in Political Science.  He is currently attending 
Asbury Theological Seminary with plans to graduate in May of 2021. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

REMEMBER F.I.S.H. THE FIRST SUNDAY of 
each month is ñCollection Sundayò for F.I.S.H.  
Please bring dry and/or canned items you would 
like to contribute to the Friends In Service 
Here food pantry, to church, on Sunday, 
December 2nd.  All contributions will be 
delivered to F.I.S.H. during the week.   
Suggested Items: Canned fruit & vegetables, 
cereal, pasta, tuna, canned meat, peanut butter, 
spaghetti sauce. Your donations are always 
greatly appreciated.  

 

 

  
LIFETOUCH MOBILE DIRECTORY 

                
This link allows everyone to access our roster in 
the back of the newest pictorial directory.  When 
new information is provided to the office, it is 
updated here as well.  It requires an access 
code and that is KAF17.   
 
https://mobiledirectory.lifetouch.com/319128/

first-united-methodist-church  
 
 

https://mobiledirectory.lifetouch.com/319128/first-united-methodist-church
https://mobiledirectory.lifetouch.com/319128/first-united-methodist-church


 

 

NEW BEGINNINGS MINISTRY NEEDS  

 

 

  CHANGE FOR A òCHANGEó 
1ST UMC WILL COLLECT CHANGE  THE 

LAST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH  
 WATCH FOR THE RED JAR!  

               BLESS YOU  

 
 A MESSAGE FROM THE MEMORIAL FUND  

SCREENING COMMITTEE  
AND  UPCOMING VOTING  

  
The Memorial Fund Screening Committee held its hearing on 
Sunday, November 11, 2018.  The vote to approve the 
projects to be funded will take place on Sunday, December 
2nd, following the 10 a.m. service, in the MAC.  All church 
members are encouraged to attend  
 
We will share the final results in the January Newsletter. 
 
If anyone has questions, you may contact Cal Eichenauer @ 
(260) 563-6057, or @calvineichenauer@gmail.com.    
  
        The Memorial Fund 
        Screening Committee  

mailto:calvineichenauer@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 

   BRIANNAôS HOPE MONTHLY UPDATE 
  

  
First United Methodist is a Chapter Church of Briannaôs Hope and has been 
active in Wabash, IN, for over one year now. Every Thursday evening starts 
with a meal at 6 pm, followed by a group meeting from 6:30 pm to 8 pm. 
Briannaôs Hope provides hope to individuals, families, and communities 
battling addiction, using encouragement, support and working with other 
resources.  
 
On November 8th Ben Corn was our speaker. Ben told his story of recovery 
and his relationship with God through Following Jesus Christ. Ben 
encouraged everyone to keep on a path of Recovery. 
 
On November 15th Ben Irvine was our guest speaker. Ben is director of 
True Purpose Ministries in Warsaw, IN.  This a faith- based ministry to 
provide restoration to broken individuals who have fallen short in life.  The 
phone number is 574-377-2699, email address is tpmact3@gmail.com, and 
web site is www.truepurposeministries.com 
 
There will be no Briannaôs Hope on November 22nd since this is 
Thanksgiving. 
 
On November 29th Anna Harris will be speaking to the Group.  Anna is 
coming to speak about how addiction has affected her family. Anna is 
excited to share with the group and share paths to recovery. 
 
The Blue Christmas program will be December 20th.  It will start with a 
meal, at 6pm in the MAC, followed by our service. This is open to everyone, 
so tell are your friends. 
 
For more information about Briannaôs Hope, you may contact Pastor John 
Cook @ (260) 563-1406, or send an e-mail to pastorjohn1954@gmail.com.  

          
                    Blessings, 

             Pastor John Cook 

http://www.truepurposeministries.com
mailto:pastorjohn1954@gmail.com


 

 

 

                                                                                                                                      
                      MENôS BREAKFAST IS BACK  
 

 
 
 
 
In November, 12 men gathered together for breakfast at The Fried Egg.  
The group is active again and plan to meet on the second Tuesday of each 
month, 9 oôclock @ The Fried Egg.   
 

This is the schedule for the next six months: 
 

Tuesday, December 11, 2018 
 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019 
 

Tuesday, February 12, 2019 
 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 
 

Tuesday, April 9, 2019 
 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 
 

                Pastor John Cook 
                                                                              Doug Konkle 

                       
 

GAMES, GAMES and MORE GAMES! 
 
On Friday, November 30th, FUMC hosted its first menôs game group! This is  
a fun opportunity to get together to play some cards/games and enjoy 
some snacks. The plan is to meet every Friday, 10:00, in our conference 
room. There will be a designated shelf (in the conference room), where 
you will find decks of cards, dice etc.  Please feel free to bring your favorite 
games from home as well!  
 
All are welcome, so pass this information along to your friends to join 
in! The more the merrier! 
  
                              Menôs Game Group 



 

 

THE ACCESS  UPDATE 
 
Donations/Partnerships: 
This is one of the busiest times for us because so many are in the giving spirit...it is exciting!  We were 
contacted by representatives from Midwest Eye (this would be a first time partnership) requesting 
information on doing a supply drive for us. 
 
We were also contacted by Family Video in reference to providing Christmas stockings with candy/gift 
certificates/school supplies.  This is something they have done for our kids for at least 5 years now.  We 
will hand them out closer to Christmas, along with the blankets. 
 
We received nearly $3000 in donations this past week; for general expenses and for sweatshirts. 
 
We were contacted by a community member who was part of one of the Leadership Development classes 
that worked here last year; his family wanted to do something for another family on Thanksgiving.  They 
will be cooking/delivering Thanksgiving Dinner to one of our Access families on Thursday.  We were so 
blessed by their desire to serve in this way.   
 
We were also contacted by the Manchester Early Learning Center again this year to help connect them with 
2 families in the North Manchester area in need of help for Christmas.  This is the 3rd year we have 
partnered with them in this way. 
 
Coats and Hoodies 
We are distributing coats almost as quickly as we are getting them in.  It is amazing how the sizes we need 
keep coming through the door.  We have only had to purchase one coat in a size we did not have on hand. 
 
We are collecting sweatshirts through next week for the Holiday Dinner giveaway. 
 
Last week I was within earshot of 2 of our kiddos as they were picking out coats/gloves/hats-One of them 
looked at the other and said "Dude, we are so lucky to have the Access".  Indeed. 
 
Publicity/Speaking Engagements 
We have had good response from our article in The Paper; in fact $500 of the above-mentioned donations 
came as a response to that article.  At the time of this publication, we will have been  interviewed by 
WKUZ,  about our new schedule and upcoming events. Sunday, December 16, we will be speaking about 
AYC at Treaty COC during their Sunday school hour. 
 
Events 
We attended the Community Thanksgiving Service, held at Bachelor Creek this year.  They are highlighting 
para-ministry partners this year.   
 
Thursday, November 27th, the Youth Group Initiative from Rochester will be here for a visit.  We are still 
confirming times, but we do know they will be here at 2pm.  We are planning a Zebra themed party 
(because, you know, Rochester Zebras)-anyway, it should be fun and we want them to have opportunity to 
speak with community leaders/kids/parents/volunteers and you all as well. If you are available that 
afternoon during the After School program, please feel free to come by and share your thoughts with them. 
 
Saturday, December 1st from 4-6pm is the Community Thanksmas Dinner!! 
 
This week I heard a phrase in a Thanksgiving themed sermon that I found helpful and wanted to share 
with you all: "Rehearse the goodness of God".  Replaying in our mind the good we have seen can help 
keep us focus on thankfulness.  I hope this encourages you as much as it did me. 
 
I am grateful for all of you and for the opportunity to walk alongside you in this ministry.   
 
Access Youth Center 
74 W Canal 
Box 102 
Wabash IN  46992 
accessyouthcenter.org 
            Be Well, 
            Liz 

http://accessyouthcenter.org


 

 

 

                      CLUB 345  

 
      
  THIS MONTH, WE WILL BE MEETING 

  ONE WEEK  EARLIER, ON  SUNDAY,  

  DECEMBER 2, 2018  

                                           11 :30- 1:00  

                  REMEMBER TO BRING A SACK LUNCH  

                   Thank you  

 

HOLIDAY SERVICES 
 
¶ Wesley Academy Christmas Program-Friday, December 7th 
¶ Christmas Cantata-Sunday, December 16th @ 7pm 
¶ Briannaôs Hope ñBlue Christmasò-Thursday, December 20th.  Meal @ 
6pm, service following 6:30pm. 

¶ Christmas Eve Services-Monday, December 24th 
 -Childrenôs Service   @ 5pm 
 -Candlelight Service @ 11pm 

 
ADVENT READERS  

 
                    8 a.m.                                     10 a.m. 
 
December 2     Pastor John, Cathy & Tony Cook     Pastor John, Cathy & Tony Cook 
December 9     Mike and Renee Ridenour               Vince and Sondra Harrell 
December 16   Alan Palmer                                  Daniel and Leslie Stauffer  
December 23   Brian, Tracy, Logan Peas                Chris and Jessi Bair-Wilkening  
 
                                         CHRISTMAS EVE 
                       5 p.m.                                     11 p.m. 
                     
December 24    Collin and Natalie Dawes               Kurt & Elizabeth Freeman Family 
 



 

 

 

            
 

CHRISTIAN BOOK CLUB 2019 
   
 
 

Our next meeting will be January 15, 2019, and the book will be 
A Conspiracy of Paper by David Liss.  Other books by this author 
that we have read are: The Coffee Trader and The Whiskey 
Rebels.  His books are well researched and always have that 
element of intrigue as well as moral and ethical questions.  Please 
contact me, if you have questions.  We will only have 8 books 
available so you may need to check our local library or purchase a 
book if necessary.  

 
Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year to everyone!  

           
            Sondra Harrell 
                 (260) 563-2800 
 

 

BOOK reMARKS:   
 

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY  
 

Many of you may have already noticed the Little Free Library located as you enter 
the first set of church doors, off the parking lot.  At present, this library contains 
childrenôs books which are available to any child in the community.  A child may take 
a book and keep it, or he/she can take a book and return it or replace it with 
another book as a way of sharing.  If you have any childrenôs books in new or gently 
used condition that you would like to donate, or have questions concerning this 
library, please contact me. 

                                     Sondra Harrell 
            (260) 563-2800 
     



 

 

                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
                                Kids First Day Care    $         125.00    $     502.50 
                                           Briannaôs Hope     $         560.00    $  1,955.00 
     US Hurricanes    $      1,000.00    $  1,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                 MELVIN RENNAKER, 
         TREASURER 

 2018 FINANCIAL REPORT   

  October    

Approved Budget 
Monthly 
Amount  Year-to-Date Percentage  

$455,401.00 $37,950.08  $379,500.83 83.33%  

 October  Year-to-Date   

Income $24,877.65 65.55% $389,374.50 102.60%  

Expenses $29,216.05 76.99% $371,676.74   97.94%  

Difference ($4,338.40)  $17,697.76   
      

 GENERAL BUDGET OVERVIEW   

 2018   2018  

 Beg Balance Income Expense Ending Balance  

 $54,632.54 $389,374.50 $371,676.74       $72,330.30  
      

EXPENSES Actual YTD 
Actual YTD 
Percentage 

Anticipated 
YTD Annual Budget 

Percentage 
of Budget 

Missions & Tithe  $  60,887.41   99.54%  $  61,165.83  $       73,399.00  16.12% 

Staff Parish  $163,424.08   94.74%  $172,501.67  $     207,002.00  45.46% 

Ministries  $  17,947.71   58.88%  $  30,525.00  $       36,630.00    8.04% 

Trustees  $129,417.54 112.24%  $115,308.33  $     138,370.00  30.38% 

TOTAL  $371,676.74    97.94%  $379,500.83  $     455,401.00 100.00% 
      

NON-BUDGET MISSIONS INCOME    

 October Year-to-Date    

UMCOR - US Disaster Relief  $        260.00  $  2,420.00    



 

 

 
Contribution Statement: 
 
In the past years, many of our church families have asked ñHow much do I owe 
to meet my pledge commitments for this year?ò  We will be mailing contribution 
statements at the end of November.  These statements will show the pledge total 
thru December 31, 2018, and the amount donated through November 30th.  The 
amount (if any) required to meet these annual pledges by the year end will also 
be indicated. 
 
2019 Pledge Statement: 
 
If you have made a pledge to our ñChurch Budgetò for 2019, it will be on your 
pledge statement.  Please review this information to ensure we have it listed 
correctly.  If you believe you had made a pledge to the ñchurch budgetò and you 
did not receive a pledge statement, please notify our church office. 
 
Offering Envelopes: 
 
If you are currently not using offering envelopes and would like to start using 
them for the year 2019, please notify the church office.  If you are currently using 
offering envelopes and would like to stop using them in 2019, please notify the 
church office.  The Offering Envelopes for the year 2019 will be available after 
January 2nd in the Gathering Area. 
 
Contribution Services: 
 
If you are interested in other means of making your financial contributions to the 
church, the church will accept shares of common stock instead of cash. 
 
Prepay a portion or all of your 2019 pledge, this contribution must be received by 
December 31st. 
 
New Tax Law Change 
 
If you are over 70 İ, and interested in making a contribution to the church from 
your retirement account, without paying income taxes on the withdraw from your 
retirement account, please contact our treasurer, Melvin Rennaker. 



 

 

IF ANYONE IS INTERESTED IN PROVIDING A DONATION, PLEASE CONTACT ED GILBERT (260-
560-0253, OR @ ecg1949@gmail.com) AND HE WILL SEE THAT YOUR GIFT IS DELIVERED. 
PLEASE DROP OFF AT THE CHURCH ON SUNDAY, 12/9, OR, NO LATER THAN 12/12! Thanks.  


